Deering Conservation Commission

762 Deering Center Road

Deering, New Hampshire  03244

Minutes of May 4th, 2009 Meeting

Deering Town Hall

APPROVED

Call to Order:
Chairman Ed Cobbett called the meeting to order at 7:45 p.m.

Attendance:
Chairman Ed Cobbett, Gary Bono, Betsey McNaughten, and Bob Garland.

Guests:
Bob Compton

Treasurer’s Report:

Expenses in April consisted of $55.00 for secretarial services in regards to the April meeting, $12.41 for food for Cleanup Day, and $25.00 for our annual donation to Non Game and Endangered Species Fund.

Correspondence:
1.
NH Lakes Association membership renewal

2.
PRLAC minutes

3.
NHDES letter to Sami Salameh

4.
Lake testing results

5.
Supply Lines with the Source

6.
Letter from Southern New Hampshire Planning Commission (SNHPC) in regards to aiding in land conservation plan for the Piscataquog River Watershed

7.
Correspondence from Piscataquog River Local Advisory Committee (PLAC) in regards to members

8.
ZBA meeting minutes
It was decided to take the following actions relative to the previously listed communications:

1.
Send the NH Lake Association $300.00 for our membership dues.  This money will come from the Exotic Weed Fund.

2.
No action

3.
Placed letter in Lot file

4.
Filed lake testing results

5.
No action

6.
To send the SNHPC a letter agreeing to support their proposed land conservation plan for the Piscataquog River Watershed.

7.
Betsey McNaughten has agreed to be our new delegate to the PLAC.  Betsey will replace our long time delegate Bev Yeaple.

8.
It was decided to send representatives of the DCC to the ZBA meeting regarding the Martin hearing on the replacement of a current holding tank with a raised leach field. It was the general consensus of the members that the leach field was not a better situation relative to the lake due to the release of phosphorus to the tributaries to the lake.

Old Business:
1.
A motion was made by Gary Bono and seconded by Ed Cobbett to accept the April meeting minutes as printed.  All were in favor.

2.
PSNH Bartlett Hill Road Restoration – Prices on the gates are being prepared.

3.
Conservation Campers – No other potential campers have come forward as of the date of the meeting.

4.
Conservation Easements/Proposed Purchases 

A.
Tax Lot Lands – The lawyer is preparing a covenant for the parcel behind the airport.

B.
Poling Easement – A meeting with the Poling family was scheduled for April 30th but had to be canceled due to sickness in the family.

C.
Jewell Property – No news from SPNHF.

5.
Bylaws – Not completed as of this date.
6.
Downstairs Storage Room – Awaiting approval of the door by Craig.

7.
Lake Rec Area – Fence has been repaired by Betsey McNaughten.

8.
Cleanup Day – Went off well.  Many tires picked up (54).  The free bags were picked up in Epsom and the paperwork for the daffodil bulbs has been submitted.  The bulbs will arrive at the Town Hall on October 1st and Pia Sunderland has organized a group of volunteers to get them placed in an area, which was prearranged with the Selectmen.

New Business:
1.
Reimbursement for Materials – Gary Bono presented slips for the cost of linseed oil, a tub and brushes to maintain the picnic tables at the Lake Rec Area, staples for poster board for Cleanup Day signs, and tape for preparation of our Election Day display for a total of $28.80.  A motion to pay this amount was made by Ed Cobbett and seconded by Bob Garland with all in favor.

2.
There is a pile of damaged limbs at the Lake Rec Area, which needs to be removed. Ed Cobbett and Bob Garland said they would take care of this.

3.
Potential Conservation Land – The SPNHF is investigating the possibility of purchasing + 200 acres on the east side of Hedgehog Mountain.  This property abuts the Spiller Property recently purchased by the SPNHF.

4.
Bob Compton, Guest Speaker – Bob Compton was present at the meeting to inform the DCC as to the proposed actions of the Dam Bureau at Deering Lake.  The Dam Bureau proposes to drop the vertical water elevation of the lake 15 feet in order to repair the in-lake drain structure.  Reportedly, the structure has a wooden gate, which has rusted hardware and needs to be replaced.  The proposed 15 feet draw down would be for two weeks.  There are many questions relative to this proposed plan.  Bob asked if the DCC would take the lead on the investigation of this project to determine exactly what is proposed, and what steps have been taken to ensure protection of the lake ecosystem and fishery.  The members of the DCC agreed that this was a natural resource issue and that we would take the lead on the investigation.  It was decided to ask the Dam Bureau representatives, Fish & Game biologists, Town board members, and representatives from other interested groups to attend our next monthly meeting for general discussion relative to this proposed project.

Adjournment:
There being no further business, a motion was made by Betsey McNaughten and seconded by Bob Garland to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m.  All were in favor.

Respectively Submitted,

Ed Cobbett, Acting Secretary

Next Meeting June 1st, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.
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