Deering Heritage Commission

Minutes, May 12, 2008
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m.
The approval of minutes from April meeting suspended.

The majority of the meeting was focused on a discussion of the various memos exchanged between the Planning Board and the Heritage Commission. The following major points emerged from this discussion. 

· The Heritage Commission is satisfied that the Planning Board has recognized that our work on the drafting a Historic District Ordinance has been legitimate.

· We reiterate our request that the PB and ZBA critique and, if necessary, revise the Draft # 5 we have sent them, prior to a meeting among these three groups. 
· The Heritage Commission will enthusiastically work with the Planning Board and ZBA to create a final Ordinance from the present Draft #5.

· The Heritage Commission is in general agreement with the plans suggested by PB Chair, Bob Compton, except we think public hearings should begin in August at the earliest, after the PB, ZBA and HC have had the opportunity to meet together to agree on a final ordinance. Then the subsequent hearings can take place in the fall and winter, insuring the historic district issue is uppermost in peoples’ minds as we approach the March town meeting. 

· We will await word from the PB on the date of our joint meeting.

The Commission also discussed the unfinished work on the Historic District concerning the actual boundaries the district will include. We reviewed our decision to recommend that the district include actual parcels of land and the buildings on them, with a proposed 500 foot set back around the district.  So far we have the approval of several families that now live in the proposed district: Demottas, Gimaches, Sitigs and Dishongs. Betty Dishong has assumed responsibility to discuss this plan with the Huggards. The proposed district would also include the town hall, church, old schoolhouse (library), the hotel lot and site of proposed library. 
We reviewed our concern on what to do about the town sheds so as not to restrict the Road Agent’s right to build and renovate there. We also discussed what to do with the house and lot between the old school house and the Sitigs. We reached no conclusions on these questions and expect the PB, ZBA and citizens to share in making the final decision on the boundaries of the historic district.

We continued discussion on how to best research deeds to identify the original owners of the Deering houses that were built prior to 1800.  Joan and Don will continue to work on this project.

We agreed to meet with Mainline Graphics to explore creating tasteful plaques to place on Deering’s oldest houses. Each plaque will list the date and first owner of the house. 

We briefly discussed future plans to identify historically significant sites in Deering and to mark them with suitable signage. 

We briefly reviewed our efforts to acquire the Snow Roller in West Deering.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20

