Heritage Commission
Minutes, August 17, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 7:10. Those in attendance: Joan Burke, Don Johnson, Absent: Betty Dishong
We sent the 6th revised draft of the Historic District Ordinance to the Planning Board on December 5, 2008. Since we have not had a reply from the board, Joan Burke will call the chair in an attempt to find out where the ordinance now stands. 
Don reported on the historic house plaques. Mainline Graphics will prepare two sample plaques that we will show to the owners of the houses built prior to 1800.  If they agree to display the plaque, we will order ones for the houses for which we know the original owners. We will ask Selectman Marzullo to announce the program in his weekly Villager column and to encourage the present owners of these houses to research the original owners and the date of the building of the house. We will also post this information on the town web site. 
We discussed our plan to place a granite monument next to the World War II memorial on the common.  This new monument will display the names of all Deering veterans of the Korean, Vietnam, the two Iraq wars and Afghanistan.  WE decided to announce this plan and encourage Deering citizens to look for a large suitable granite rock that could serve as the memorial monument. We will ask Selectman Murzullo to include this item in his weekly Villager column. Don Johnson will ask Nancy Cowan for the names of Deering veterans who served during these wars.
Joan Burke reported that she had asked Skip Rich to look through his mother’s things to see if there are any Deering records that he would be willing to donate to the town records collection. 
Joan Burke reported that she had no success in getting a response from Mr. Rymes about the old snow roller.  We decided to ask him if we could cover the roller with a tarp to preserve this historic piece of equipment. 
We discussed at length the request from the Deering Community Church to authorize a request for donations from Deering citizens to pay for the more than $30,000.00 to replace the Church roof.  Although the commission is acutely aware of the issues of church state separation, we did agree to allow the Church trustees to make an announcement in Selectman Murzullo’s weekly Villager column. We agreed that sending a mass mailing to all citizens would be intrusive. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15


Don Johnson
Chair


