What are the ecological impacts of road salt in Deering Lake?
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Deering Lake Ecosystem
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Road Salt Inputs:

roads, streams, groundwater
N\

Vs \‘ V4 \\
! R i ' Reduced grazing |
: oad Salt reduces | : pressure from |
1 the diverstiy and : i zooplankton :
| abundance of : : leads to :
I zooplankton | I  phytoplankton |
\ I' |\ blooms ,l

Phytoplankton
blooms reduce light
penetration leading

to a reduction of
benthic primary
production in
addition to direct
effects of road salt
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DEERING LAKE: MOROTTA BAY
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50% deccline in Cladocerran biomass abundance (Hintz, PNAS (2022)
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In the last seven years, avg.

40 chloride levels increased 41%

- (26.48 mg/L) compared to the
prior seven years.
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